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AfriComNet Recognizes Excellence in HIV and AIDS Communication in Africa

The African Network for Strategic Communication in Health and Development (AfriComNet) recognized six organizations and individuals for outstanding efforts to fight HIV and AIDS through communication during the first-ever annual award ceremony for excellence in HIV and AIDS communication in Africa on the evening of 28th May 2007, at Hilton Hotel, Sandton, South Africa. 

Winners of the awards this year include:

· South Africa’s Tsha Tsha television series; 
· Uganda’s “Rock Point 256” radio serial drama and comic book series;
· Straight Talk Foundation’s radio, newsletters, and outreach for young people in Uganda;

· Kenya’s Kati Yetu interactive community theatre, radio series, and comic books;

· The Zambia Creative Heart Contest;

· A series of articles about HIV and AIDS from Zimbabwe; and 
· The late Mr. Omulolu Falobi, Nigerian journalist and HIV/AIDS activist who founded the Journalists against AIDS Nigeria (JAAIDS)  
Winners were selected by a panel of communication experts from African Universities and HIV/AIDS organizations.  “The winners are excellent examples of the power of communication to combat HIV and AIDS in Africa,”  stated AfriComNet Executive Director Dr. Lorna Tumwebaze.  “There are literally thousands of organizations and individuals who are using communication strategically to help fight AIDS.  AfriComNet thinks it is important to acknowledge these efforts.”

AfriComNet launched the Annual Award for Excellence in HIV and AIDS Communication this year as a means to highlight communication strategies, tools and programs that are state-of –the-art and can be replicated elsewhere. “We want to encourage more innovation and higher standards in strategic communication, and we want to show-case initiatives that have really worked,” stated Peter Mwarogo, AfriComNet Chariperson.

AfriComNet presented awards in each of five categories:  mass media, folk media, multi-channel, interpersonal/community; best article, series or column.  The awards are only for communication initiatives that have been produced or taken place in Africa. 

AfriComNet is an association of strategic communication practitioners working in Africa, and to date has over 700 members in 41 countries comprised of individuals, associations, governmental and non-governmental organizations, community- and faith-based organizations and educational institutions.  Membership is currently free.   The vision of AfriComNet is “people in Africa making informed choices and taking action to improve their well being.”  Its mission is to strengthen capacity in and commitment to strategic communication for health and development in Africa.  This year’s annual award was funded by the United States Agency for International Development through the United States President’s Emergency Fund for AIDS Relief.

For additional information, please contact:

AfriComNet Secretariat

Plot 42 Lumumba Avenue

P.O. Box 3495

Kampala, Uganda

Tel:  256 41 250183/237222

Fax:  256 31 264969
Email:  infodesk@africomnet.org
Website:  www.africomnet.org

AfriComNet Annual Award for Excellence in HIV/AIDS Communication in Africa

2007 Winners

Tsha Tsha Television Series, South Africa

Produced by Curious Pictures and CADRE, Tsha Tsha is an entertainment-education television drama series focusing on young people and dealing with love, sexuality and relationships in a world affected by HIV/AIDS. Set in the small fictional rural town of Lubusi in the Eastern Cape of South Africa, the drama explores young people’s lives as they make their way through the passage to adulthood, developing self-efficacy and humanity at an individual and community level. It explores many of the challenges facing young people in South Africa today and aims to enhance their capacity to reflect on problems, to engage in developing solutions, and to become active agents in crafting the circumstances of their own lives. The series is broadcast in Xhosa with English subtitles.  Tsha Tsha has broadcast more than 78 episodes since 2003.  
Rock Point 256 Radio and Comic Book Series, Uganda

Produced by the Young Empowered and Healthy Initiative (Y.E.A.H.), Rock Point 256 is a radio serial drama and comic book series for young people  produced in English and 4 Ugandan languages, that tells the story of the people living in a fishing and farming community called Rock Point.  Based on research conducted among young people 15 – 24 years old, the main characters of the drama model positive behaviour change in a realistic way.  Rock Point 256 radio drama has been broadcasting weekly on 13 radio stations since August, 2005.  To date, 3 volumes of Rock Point Boys and Rock Point Girls comic books have been produced and distributed in English and four Ugandan languages.  The central focus of the series is transactional sex, defined as exchanging sex for gifts or favours.  In its second year, Y.E.A.H. introduced issues concerning male gender norms, with a particular focus on gender equitable and faithful sexual relationships.

Straight Talk Foundation Youth Information Programme, Uganda

Straight Talk Foundation has been educating Ugandan youth between 10 and 19 years of age since 1993 about HIV/AIDS, sex and reproductive health through Young Talk and Straight Talk newsletters, which are published every month and distributed to over 16,000 schools, and weekly 30-minute magazine format radio programmes in English and 11 Ugandan languages on 32 radio stations.  Straight Talk also conducts workshops for teachers and students, advocacy among local leaders, and conducts outreach activities through more than 700 Straight Talk clubs.

Magnet Theatre, Kenya

Unlike other community theatre programs, Programme for Appropriate Technology in Health (PATH)’s magnet theatre program actively involves community members during performances.  Performers “freeze” at the command of the facilitator at key dramatic moments, and the audience is encouraged to discuss the particular characters and situation, and come up with possible decisions and outcomes.  The audience participants thus decide the fate of the characters by giving feedback on plot direction, essentially “scripting” the process as a group.  PATH trains local theatre groups to design and perform magnet theatre on a regular basis, stimulating discussion on a variety of topics related to youth sexual and reproductive health.  To date, more than 100 youth and women’s groups have been trained in Magnet Theatre in Kenya, and PATH has introduced the approach in Eritrea, India, Uganda and Tanzania. 
Zambia Creative Heart Contest

The Health Communication Partnership (HCP) in Zambia has developed the Creative Heart Contest as an innovative way of helping young people learn about HIV/AIDS and other health issues by participating in contests.   During these school and community-organized contests, which have run since 2005, youth compete by designing and performing debates, drama, music and poetry.  The contests are organized around theme areas including HIV prevention, accessing HIV counseling and testing, adult–youth communication, mentorship of youth and other health issues affecting particular communities.  In 2005 and 2006, more than 61,000 youth participated in the contests.  HCP has produced a guide book for schools and community groups to implement the contests.

Fungai Machirori, Journalist, Zimbabwe

Fungai Machirori is a member of the SAfAIDS Media Resource Desk, an initiative that provides accurate HIV and AIDS information to health reporters and journalists throughout southern Africa.  She has written many articles that have been published electronically and through a variety of African newspapers and journals. Her articles have shown a critical understanding of issues around HIV and AIDS, gender issues, childrens’ rights, and have stirred interest and debate.   In 2006, Fungai was an instrumental member of the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based Violence campaign in Zimbabwe, initiating debate through e-forums on the Domestic Violence Bill in Zimbabwe, and the legislation’s silence on HIV and AIDS.
The Late Mr. Omololu Falobi

A Nigerian journalist and HIV/AIDS activist who founded the Journalists against AIDS Nigeria (JAAIDS), a non-governmental organization dedicated to improving the quality and quantity of communication about HIV and AIDS in Nigeria.   JAAIDS also advocates for changes in policies that affect HIV/AIDS in Nigeria, including improving access to HIV/AIDS treatment, and reducing HIV stigma and discrimination. 
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